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Heroes Among Us
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Nawal Hamadeh (this page) and Edward Deeb (opposite page)} are names that may not be familiar to some, but their stories are remarkable.
They have fought for children, for peace, for business and for education. And they've done it with the simple desire fo help others. A woman
and a man who do what is right in a worid that, frankly, often does not reward doing the right thing.

The Arab Amerlcan Women's Business Councll, founded by Jumana Judeh, presented its inaugural Arab American Woman of The Year
Award to Hamadeh. She manages three area charter schools. All along, she has believed that every child deserves a future beyond high
school. And Hamadsh has dalivered at an unpracedented rate. Her high school graduates have a 100 percant college acceptance rate.

The secret to her many years of success she says lies in "dedication, hard work and perseverance.”

What does Deeb believe? He believes it is his responsibility to get up every day and fight for his dream — a world where everyone has a
voice. That's why the Amarican Arab Chamber of Commerce awarded him its Local Businessman of The Year Award at its November
banquet. Deeb grew up n the Detroit area, and saw something terrible happen in the 1960s, when ricters targeted grocers. Deab's dedication
for resolution resulfed in more patrols in troubled areas,

During the last decade, the son of Syrian parents went to work to calm relations between Arab and black communities after scuffles between
stores owners and residents. Deeb, long-time head of the Michigan Food & Beverage Association, has also foundad several groups and
activities for young people, including Mstro Detroit Youth Day, now in its 26th vear.

Deeb and Hamadeh are proof that you don’t need superpowers — or millions of doflars — i¢ change the world. Congratuiations to both award
recipients. *
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